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failure he never paused to consider. Subtle in
the ways of politics, however, Wolsey made capital
out of the news when it came into the open. For
he learnt that the Emperor would have done as
much for him if he had been given the chance.
Wolsey therefore gave him the chance in Novem-
ber ; but it was too late to be of much use. On
December 2 Leo X died ; and five weeks later
Adrian VI was chosen.

Charles apologised to Wolsey, declaring that his
ambassador in Rome had done his best for him ;
but it is certain that he voted for Adrian when
the conclave opened.* As Adrian died in October
1523, another chance for Wolsey was opened up,
and this time Charles wrote letters to Rome
pressing Wolsey's claim, but he gave orders that
the bearer should be detained at Barcelona until
the election was over. Thus Wolsey lost the only
chances of the Papacy that fell to him ; and the
next Pope to be elected, Clement VII, lived to
see Wolsey*s downfall, after having worked not a
little to bring it about. He had already come
into conflict with Wolsey over the latter's omission
of Greek from the statutes when he founded
Christ Church at Oxford. While Bishop of
Worcester, he had been the author of an alliance
between the Emperor and the Pope in 1521.
One of his earliest acts as Pope, however, was to
establish Wolsey as Legate for life. Wolsey
returned to England to persuade the King to call
1 A. F, Pollard, Wolsp, p. 127.